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SECTION 1

INTRODUCTION
WELCOME!

We know your time is valuable. So, we promise to make that time with us
productive and enjoyable.

Our goal is to teach you to read the Bible more effectively. You are
certainly capable of reading and understanding this great book, but if you
are like most people you are occasionally:

frustrated
confused
bored
or overwhelmed.

W e assume that you believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God and
that you can benefit in some way from understanding its message. We share
that belief with you.

We also assume because you are here, that you desire help in furthering
your understa nding of the Bible. We think we can provide you with keys and
tips to assist you in your personal Bible reading and study.

Why are we giving this seminar? Wedre hopin
attempting to build respect and familiarity with His Word. Wedre hoping

that we are fulfilling our responsibility to share what we have learned with

others.

We are concerned for your salvation as well, but rest assured, we do not
believe it is our place or role to attempt to convert you to our way of

thinking in this seminar. We are committed to helping you discover the Bible
message for yourself. If we come to agreement on some Bible topics, all the
better: if not, your conscience and ours must be satisfied independently.

For this reason, we will avoid a d ebate of doctrine during class time, and
stick to our promise of helping you read the Bible more effectively!
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Introduction

A BEGINNING (BUT CRITICAL) TIP:

Look for Bi ble o0echoesbo.
As k: OThis sounds familiar. Where have | h

Consider this exa mple of when the Pharisees and Herodians attempted to
catch Jesus in his words so they could arrest him. They asked:

Teacher, we know that you are truthful and defer to no one, for you are not

partial to any, but teach the way of God in truth. Is it lawf ul to pay a poll -

tax to Caesar, or not? "Shall we pay or shall we not pay?” (Mark 12:13 817

NASB)

Jesus recognized their treachery and asked for a penny. He asked:

oWhose | i keness and (Nersesl®)y /i ption s this?"”
They relaiescr 6 s®@

To which Jesus responded:

0" Render to Caesar the things that are Caesa
ar e GdeVer8esl?)o

Fair enough. Pay your taxes because they be
is the clear answer. But what are the things we ought to render to God?

LOOK FOR BIBLE OECHOESO
Remember Genesis 1:27 (AV)

So God created man in his own [ mage, I n the

Whose i mage and superscription are we? Jesu
to pay your taxes, but also that we  belong to God and must render to Him

His due, by reflecting His image and character correctly: this is known as

Omani festationd. This is not a mysterious ¢
association gained by careful readi ng. LETS®
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SECTION 2

BACKGROUND OF THE BIBLE

BACKGROUND
T Holy Bible 0Separate Bookbd
1 66 Books
Old Testament & 39 books
New Testament 927 books
1 40+ writers dkings and peasants, doctors and fishermen, princes and
herdsmen, poets and laborers, rich and poo r, educated and illiterate
1 Written over a period of 1600 years
2,930 characters in 1,551 places
1 A variety of literary forms: poetry, prose, history etc.)

=

Yet, in spite of the vast span of time and many different writers, all parts of

the Bible agree with one another. Though class, period, country and

disposition divided the writers, there is a wonderful harmony in all they

wrote. There is no contradiction, no disagreement. Whence came this

wonderful unity? The answer is - from God! They all wrote by d ivine
inspiration. They were Godds agents, procl a

INSPIRATION
God is the author :2 Timothy 3:15 017

Examples:
from King David: 2 Samuel 23:1 - 2
from Jeremiah: Jeremiah 30:1 -2

Think of how often you read the followin g in the Bible:
oThus saith the LORDé o
oThe word of the LORD came unto me saying

Men recorded Godds words not their own:
1 Peter 1;:10012
2 Peter 1:19 62
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Background of the Bible

Godds word never fail s, nor should we add to
Isaiah 40:6 &8
Proverbs 30:5 66

The Bi ble is the source of truth:

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees
of the LORD are sure, making wise the simple;
the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the LORD s clear, enlightening the eye s,
the fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever,
the ordinances of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
Psalm 19:769

IMPORTANCE OF STUDY

Godods Word makes us wise unto salvation.
2 Timothy 3:15 017

Godds word gives us hope.
Romans 15:4

The Bible is the opower of God unto salvatio
Romans 1:160 17

Neglect of Goddés Word brings death.
Proverbs 13:13

The Bible prepares us to give an answer and contend for our faith
1 Peter 3:15
Jude 3 04

The Bible provides direction for daily livi ng.
Psalm 119:105
Joshua 1:8
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Background of the Bible

HOW READEST THOU?

It is one thing to read the Bible through,
Another thing to learn and read and do.
Some read it with desire to learn, and read,

But to their subject pay but little heed.
Some read it as their duty every  week,
But no instruction from the Bible seek;
While others read it with but little care,
With no regard to how they read or where.
Some read it as a history, to know
How people lived two thousand years ago.
Some read it to bring themselves into repute,
By showing others how they can dispute;
While others read because their neighbors do,
To see how long it takes to read it through.
Some read it for the wonders that are there,
How David killed a lion and a beatr;
While others read it with uncommon care,
Hoping to find some contradictions there.
Some read as though it did not speak to them,
But to the people at Jerusalem.
One reads it as a book of mysteries,
And wondt believe the very
One reads with fatherds spec
And sees the thi ng just as his father said;
Some read to prove a pre -adopted creed,
Hence understanding but little as they read,
For every passage in the book they bend
To make it suit that all -important end.
Some people read, as | have often thought,
To teach the Book, i nstead of being taught;
And some there are who read it out of spite,
| fear there are but few who read it right.
One thing | find, and you may find it too,
The more you read, the more you find it true;
But this to find, an open eye is needful,
With often p rayer, and humble heart all heedful;
The man who reads with pride or inattention
Will only find full causes of dissension.
The man who reads with modest penetration,
Will find the joy of comfort and salvation

t hi
S

Learn To Read The Bible Effectively 5 www.ReadTheBible.conr

ng
upon

he sce
hi s



SECTION 3

THE BIBLE INTERPRETS ITSELF

WHENALL ELSE FAI LSeé

How many times have you heard of a person who spent a frustrating evening
assembling his childds bike, only to fi
assembled the handlebars backwards! Of course, we all know the modern

nd

proverb oOwhfeani lasl,| reelasde t he i nstructionso.

This is of course true when reading the Bible. We need to learn from our

| ifeds experiences and recognize that t
understanding of the Bible is found within its own pages. Our tendency is to

not look far enough for answers within the book when we encounter

something we do not understand.

A basic principle to reading the Bible more effectively lies in this simple
fact:

Your questions about what the Bible teaches are answered in the Bible.

We know that is seems like an obvious solution. However, with human nature,
the obvious solution is often our last resort. Reading the instructions first

can prevent frustration with most of | ife0s

ANSWERS ARE FOUND NEAR AND FAR

Look in the sam e chapter or surrounding chapters.

Christds explanation of the parable
Compare Matthew 13.3 08 with Matthew 13:18 - 23
(Note they are not adjacent)

he

of

Nebuchadnezzar 6s dr e @danek2f31 &45gr eat | mage:

Note that Daniel recogni zed that God would reveal the meaning of the
dream.
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The Bible Interprets Itself

He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the
darkness, and the light dwelleth with him.  Verse 22

Look in other books of the Bible (especially New versus Old Testaments).

It was a n angel who spoke to Moses in the burning bush.
Compare Exodus 3:4 with Acts 7:30 331

Why Jesus said: oMy God, my God,

Compare Matthew 27:.46  with Psalm 22:1

DO

Look first to the Bible for answers to questions.

Read all of the Bible to find answers to your questions.
Write down your questions (it may be awhile until you get
to the answer).

DONOGT

Expect quick answers
Look at isolated passages and draw conclusions

Learn To Read The Bible Effectively 7 www.ReadTheBible.conr
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SECTION 4
OVERVIEW OF THE BOOKS
OF THE BIBLE ( Part1)

The o0Canondé of Scripture i s an authoritative
Scripture. The Bible is broken into two testaments, Old and New. The Bible
contains the following Table of Contents.

OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis 2 Chronicles Daniel
Exodus Ezra Hosea
Leviticus Nehemiah Joel
Numbers Esther Amos
Deuteronomy Job Obadiah
Joshua Psalms Jonah
Judges Proverbs Micah
Ruth Ecclesiastes Nahum

1 Samuel Song of Solomon  Habakkuk
2 Samuel Isaiah Zephaniah
1 Kings Jeremiah Haggai

2 Kings Lamentations Zechariah
1 Chronicles Ezekiel Malachi
NEW TESTAMENT

Matthew Ephesians Hebrews
Mark Philippians James
Luke Colossians 1 Peter
John 1 Thessalonians 2 Peter
The Acts 2 Thessalonians 1John
Romans 1 Timothy 2 John

1 Corinthians 2 Timothy 3 John

2 Corinthians Titus Jude
Galatians Philemon Revelation
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Overview of the Books of the Bible (Part 1)

OLD TESTAMENT:

The Law (5 books)
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

The Prophets (8 books)
1. The former Prophets (4 books)
Joshua, Judges, Samuel (1 and 2), Kings (1 and 2)

2. The latter Prophet s (4 books)
a) Major (3 books)
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel

b) Minor (1 book) 66t he t wel vebo
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk,
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

The Writings (11 books)
1. Poetical (3 books)
Psalms, Proverbs, Job

2. Five Rolls (5 books)
Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther

2. Historical (3 books)
Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, Chronicles (1 and 2)
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Overview of the Books of the Bible (Part 1)

SESSION OUTLINES

Session 1 o Overview of the Bible

a) Background/Structure/Chronology
b) Genesis

Session 2 0 Exodus to David

a) Exodus to Promised Land
Job
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua

b) Period of Judges
Judges
Ruth

¢) Saul and David
1 and 2 Samuel
Psalms

Session 3 d Solomon to Nort hern Exile

a) Reign of Solomon
Introduction to:
1 and 2 Kings
1 and 2 Chronicles
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Solomon
b) Northern Kingdom
Amos
Hosea
c) Southern Kingdom
Isaiah
Micah
d) Nations
Jonah
Nahum

Session 5 0 New Testament

Session 4 o Southern Exile to

Christ

a) Pre Exile
Jeremiah
Zephaniah
Habakkuk
Lamentations

b) 70 years captivity
Joel
Daniel
Ezekiel
Obadiah

c) Post Exile
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

d Part
1

a) Gogpels
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
b) Acts of the Apostles
c) Paul 8s Epistl es
Churches
Romans
1 and 2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
1 and 2 Thessalonians
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Overview of the Books of the Bible (Part 1)

SESSION OUTLINES (Cont inued)

Session 6 d New Testament o Part 2

a) Paul s Personal Epistl es
1 and 2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon

b) General Epistles
Hebrews
James
1 and 2 Peter
1, 2 and 3 John
Jude

c) The Apocalypse
Revelation

GENESIS

GENESIS is the single most im portant book of the Bible.

GENESIS is the beginning or foundation of the Bible, upon which everything
is built. Everything revealed in the other books of the Bible has its
beginning in the book of GENESIS. It is the first book of the Pentatuech,
the fir st five books of the Hebrew Bible.

The name, GENESI S, means oO0oOrigin, sour ce

The books of GENESIS and REVELATION stand as two end  -posts bridging
the revelation of God to man; the first telling how it all began, the second
revealing in symb ol how it all will finish. In GENESIS there is seen the
beginnings of all that which Revelation predicts as the consummation of the
Divine purpose for the earth.

For example:
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Overview of the Books of the Bible (Part 1)

Genesis speaks of a natural creation ( Genesis 1); Revelation of a spiritual
creation ( Revelation 3. 14 ).

In Genesis, the serpent speaks ( Genesis 3.1 d5); in Revelation the serpent is
restrained (  Revelation 20.:2).

In Genesis, the curse is imposed ( Genesis 3. 17); in Revelation the curse is
removed ( Revelation 22:3).

In Genesis, sorrow and death make their appearance ( Genesis 3: 16 0 19),
In Revelation they are taken away ( Revelation 21:4).

In Genesis, access to the tree of life is denied (  Genesis 3: 24); in Revelation,
access to the tree of life is opened (  Revelation 2.7).

In Genesis, the first paradise is closed to man ( Genesis 3. 23),; in Revelation
it is opened to him ( Revelation 21:25).

Genesis basically can be divided into two parts:

PRIMEVAL HISTORY Chapters 1 to 11
PATRIARCHAL HISTORY Chapters 12 to 50

The first div ision records four outstanding events:

The Creation

The Fall of Man

The Flood

The Confusing of Tongues (Tower of Babel)

P wnNPR

Patriarchal history is concerned with four outstanding individuals:

Abraham
Isaac
Jacob
Joseph

» o
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Overview of the Books of the Bible (Part 1)

In addition to the natural separatio  n into two periods of time, the book of
Genesis is also divided naturally into 12 sections. These natural breaks are
as follows:

Creation & Introduction ( Genesis 1:182: 3)

The Generations of the heavens and the earth (  Genesis 2:4 04. 26)
The Book of t he Generation of Adam ( Genesis 5.1 9 6.8)

The Generations of Noah a just man ( Genesis 6.9 3 9.29)
The Generations of the sons of Noah (  Genesis 10:1011:9)
The Generations of Shem ( Genesis 11:100 26)

The Generations of Terah (Abraham) ( Genesis 11.27925: 11
The Generations of Ishmael ( Genesis 25:12  18)

The Generations of Isaac ( Genesis 25:19 3 35:29)

10 The Generations of Esau ( Genesis 36.1 3 8)

11.The Generations of the Sons of Esau ( Genesis 36:9 3 43)
12.The Generations of Jacob ( Genesis 37:1 8 50:26).

© 0N OAWNPRE

Some points to consider from Genesis:

1. Reconciling creation with the age of the earth (  Genesis 1.}

2. Godds first prGemsiss3d5)t o man (

3. God called Abram. ( Genesis 12:1)

4. Godbds Covenant wit hGeAdsis @3 [5 2Z2br aham (
5. How Israel came to be in Egypt ( Genesis Chapters 15, 27 3 50)
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SECTION 5

WHY THE BIBLE IS DIFFICULT TO READ

If you find the Bible difficult to read, it is probably because it is difficult
to read! Once we accept this fact and realize that God has a purpose for it,
then fru stration turns to challenge. Millions of readers work the Sunday
Crossword puzzle. How many spend a few minutes of time to unlock small
puzzles of scripture?

Always remember:
It is the glory of God to conceal things, but the glory of kings is to searc h
things out. (Proverbs 25:2)

WHY DID JESUS SPEAK IN PARABLES?

The disciples posed this question to him in Matthew 13:10 -11. His answer
reveals that it is a separation process.

Then the disciples came and asked him, "Why do you speak to them in
parables?"
He answered, " to you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom

of heaven, but tothem i t has not been given. o

|l f Jesusd answer doesndét seem fair to you, ¢c
Romans 9:180 21.

TO WHOM IS TRUTH REVEALED?
1. Tbesba Read M®26t hew 11: 25

2 . Certainly not to those who consider thems
Read 1 Corinthians 1:17 6 31
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Why the Bible is Difficult to Read

HOW DOES ONE GAIN UNDERSTANDING?
1. BY APPLICATION OF TIME AND ENERGY:

Social status or financial position will not give  anyone an advantage
over another. Understanding requires

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters, and you that have no
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and
without price. (lsaiah 55:1)

In cline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. | will
make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for
David. (Isaiah 55:3)

Read also Proverbs 23:23

2. SLOWLY!

God never revealed anything all at once and has always t aught a sure,
slow effective method of achieving a task.

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many
and various ways by the prophets, (Hebrews 1:1)

Read also Exodus 23:29-30
UNDERSTANDING IS PROMISED TO THOSE WHO SEEK DILIGENTLY

We must ask in faith  (and this involves prayer). We are promised
understanding if we are patient and persevering.

Ask, and it shall be given you, seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you. (Matthew 7:7)

Read also James 1: 5-6

YOU CANNOT SPEED READ THE BIBLE
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SECTION 6

WHY TWO TESTAMENTS?

WHAT IS A TESTAMENT OR COVENANT?

The Contents page of the Bible shows it as divided into parts: the Old and
New Testament.

The word oOtestamentd means covenant, or an a
between two parti es.

The teaching of the Bible is based upon covenants of promise that God made
with faithful men in times past.

It teaches that:

For | tell you that Christ (came) é on bebha
that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order
that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. (Romans 15:8- 9)

Again: Thus he has given us, through these things, his precious and very
great promises, so that through them you may escape from the corruption
that is in the world because of lust, and may become participants of the
divine nature . (2 Peter 1:4)

WHY OLD versus NEW TESTAMENT?

The Lord Jesus Christ is described as the Mediator of the New Covenant
(Hebrews 9: 15).

The events surrounding the Lord Jesus Christ pr  ovide a natural means of
division of the scripture, between those writings dealing with the Old
Testament and the New Testament. However, it must be remembered that
this division of the Bible into Old and New Testaments is man  -made.
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Why Two Testaments?

The whole Bible is the revelation of God, and is one complete and indivisible
book. Some claim that the Old Testament became outdated when Christ
appeared nearly 2000 years ago, but that is not so. The New Testament
constantly refers the reader back to the Old.

Christinpre achi ng, t ol d hseasch thd Serjpterese (Jshn 5:39), 0
by which he meant the Old Testament.

Following his resurrection from the grave, Christ appealed to those same
Scriptures to explain to the disciples what had been prophesied about him.
We read in Luke 24:27:

Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the
things about himself in all the scriptures.

The Bible will never be properly understood if the Old Testament is
neglected. The gospel that Jesus taught is bas ed upon an Old Testament
promise:

The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith,
preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "ALL THE NATIONS
WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU." Galatians 3:8 (NAS)

Much of the Old Testament is pro  phecy, today being fulfilled, or about to be
fulfilled.

To illustrate this consider the following promises or covenants made by God
in the Old Testament.

1. In Eden following the sin of Adam and Eve: Genesis 3.15

2. Promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 600t he f at hers of ol do.
Genesis Chapters 12, 13, 15, 17, 22, 26, 28, 35, 46

3. Promises to David: 2 Samuel 7:12 817

4. Promises of the Kingdom to the prophets: Isaiah 9:6 -7
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Why Two Testaments?

The angel Gabrields testi mbukeyl:'31083't he New Tes
Verse310r el ates to the oO0seed of the womano pror
Verse32 or el ates to the promise of the 0Son of
Verse 33b drelates to the promises made to the prophets concerning the

okingdomé of the Messi ah.

Consider also Zachari as 0 pr o c lLikenlabV §69n 1 n

Suggest you review Galatians 3.8 89 linking Abraham, Christ and the
believers.

Godds promi ses are not yet complete. Thi s i
prophecy of Jeremiah.

Suggest you review: Jeremiah 31.31 - 34
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SECTION 7

THE ROLE OF PROPHECY

TWO -FOLD PURPOSE OF PROPHECY
Forth - telling:
Prophecy, according to 1 Corinthians 14, involves building up, exhortation, and

comfort ( 14:3), edification ( 14.4), conviction and conversion ( 14.:24, 25), and
instruction ( 14:31). Consider also 2 Peter 3:1 -3.

Foretelling:

Prophecy also served to warn man regarding his failure and need of
repentance and salvation at the hand of God, while at the same confirmed
the certainty of Gd/dbiens Id.I)an . (Exampl e:

NOTE: Prophecy was not intended to satisfy idle curiosity about future
events, but to help and strengthen the faith of believers, and to encourage
them to prepare for the coming of the Lord Jesus and his kingdom.
PRINCIPLES IN UNDERSTANDING PROPHE CY

1. Analyze the passage in terms of history, context, and its literal meaning.
2. Note exactly to whom or to what the passage refers. Observe whether
the prophecy is forth -telling or foretelling. Is it directed at comfort,
exhortation, and edificatio n, or is it speaking about what will happen in the
future?

3. Distinguish between direct and symbolic predictions.

4 . Remember t hat Godds wultimate revelation i
revelations.
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Role of Prophecy

5. Keep in mind that apocalyptic imagery is difficult to interpret, and to be
successful interpreters, we must follow the basic principles for
interpreting all figurative language. The imagery should have made sense
to the original readers.

EXAMPLE OF FULFILLED PROPHECYd DANIEL 2

Prophecy of Nebuchadnezzardés i mage
Head of gold 9 Babylon
Breast and arms of silver 0 Medo-Persia
Belly and thighs of brass & Greece
Legs of iron d Rome

WARNING AGAINST FALSE PROPHETS

The Apostle Paul s war nA7imgthy43 -decor ded f or

For the time /s coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but
having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit
their own desires, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander
away to myths.

See also: Deuteronomy 13:1-5, 18:20 322, Jeremiah 14.14;
1 Timothy 4:1 83, 2 Peter 2: 1 -3.
SOME FAMOUS PROPHETS

Moses Nathan Isaiah Christ
Elijah Jeremiah Ezekiel Daniel
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SECTION 8
TIPS ON READING

The importance of reading the Bible is summed up in 2 7imothy 3: 15 017.

ALL SCRI PTUREE®
Makes one wise unto salvation

Is profitable for:
- Doctrine
- Reproof
- Correction
- Instruction in righteousness

e so that the man of God may be t horoughl y e
(KJIV)

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE:
a steady, consistent diet of the Word of God

We recommend regul ar i ntdé@2knenutesfdailcdlded s Wor ds:
Berean believers are described in the Book of Acts as being:

é more receptive t han rihaysacomedthelnessage al oni ¢ a,
very eagerly and examined the scriptures every day to see whether these
things were so. (Acts 17:11)

There are many different reading plans available. One such plan that we
recommend is structured to take a person through the Bible in a year,
reading 3 portions daily. By doing two readings from the Old Testament and
one from the New Testament daily, at the end of the year, a person has read
the Old Testament once and the New Testament twice. To access this Bible
reading planner go to www.dailyreadings.org.uk.
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Tips on Reading

Israel is a good example for us in their daily and evening sacrifice. They
were to begin and end the day with prayer and meditation with God.

TIP # 1. PREPARATION

Allow time
Select translation
Be comfortable

HOW SHOULD WE A PPROACH READING THE BIBLE?

If we are to gain what we can from Bible study, we need to approach it with
the right attitude. We need openness to new ideas. If we approach all ideas
with a of or tr @tsinkingrthatrodr endin jdb ys €0 defend the
walls that make up the fortress of Christianity o we have very little space
for growth.

The Bible is a book of strength that has withstood all kinds of attacks

during its history. As in all other areas of study, scholars build upon and re -
evaluate the wo rk of earlier scholars. We need not fear examining new ideas
evaluating them carefully in the light of all the teachings of the Bible.

We need an attitude of willingness to meditate on what we are learning and

to think through for ourselves how our learn  ing can and should be applied in
our own lives. To do this, it is usually helpful to share our ideas and
interpretations with other Bible students for discussion and evaluation. We

can learn from each other.

Bible study is trying work. Itis also exhil  arating and life changing. Study of
the Bible can enrich us as no other study can. You will experience a new
exhilaration as you learn to make your own judgments based on firm

principles, and the Bible will become more alive and powerful in your life.
Remember you are intended to understand this remarkable book and to meet
God in its pages.
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TIP # 2

Read aloud

Listen for echoes
Ask yourself questions
(Deuteronomy 11:18 8 19; Joshua 1:8)

BASIC PRINCIPLES FOR READING THE BIBLE

1.Study every passage within its literary context. Literary context
includes both a text dewversesranoendit)andigs set ti ng

relationship to the entire book.

2. Recognize that the social, historical, and cultural environment of a
Biblical passage differs from that of today, and then try to
understand a passage in light of those differenc  es.

3Transl ations often reflect the transl ator
when studying a passage, compare several translations, or versions, to
try to discover the most likely meaning of a word or phrase.

4. Interpret any single passage in light  of what the author has written
elsewhere.

5. Interpret the Bible as a whole. That is, interpret the Bible in light of
the entire message of the Bible.

TIP #4: WHEN YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND

Be patient (Isaiah 55:9; Proverbs 25:2)

Use other translations
Use study tools
Seek qualified teachers (Acts 8:26  d40)
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER WHEN READING:
1. What is the main subject?
2. Who are the main people?
3. What does it say about God?
4. What does it say about Christ?
5. What is the key or main verse?
6. What is the central lesson?
7. What are the main promises?
8. What are the main commandments/instructions?
9. What error should | avoid?

10. What example is there to follow?
11.What do | need most in this chapter to apply to my life today?

12. Are there cross -references that can be used to develop the
theme of the passage or add clarity of understanding?

13. Are there any key words or phrases? Do they appear in other
sections of the same book as well as other books?

14. Are there any words | should look up to clarify a definition ?
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SECTION 9

OVERVIEW OF THE BOOKS

OF THE BIBLE (Part 2)

JOB
Author: probably Moses
Time: Apparently around 1600 B.C.
Summary: JOB is the fir st poetic book of the Old Testament. It relates the
anguish of a righteous man as he and his friends struggle to explain the
affliction, which has befallen Job and has stripped him of his wealth, his
family, and his health. The dialogue continues between Job and his friends
as each presents his opinion on the reasons behind such troubles. The book

of JOB counteracts the belief in O6exact retr
| anguage of today: ©O6 when something bad happ
deserve it . God is paying you back!5o The messag

God is working with his children to discipline and direct them to a clearer
understanding of Godds purpose for them and
need for His forgiveness.

AFFLICTION OFJOB  Chapter 1:102:13
1. Description of Job: Ch1t5
2. Affliction of Job: Ch 1:682:10
3. Arrival of JOOWCHARIHIRree friends

DEBATES BETWEEN JOB AND HIS THREE FRIENDS:
Chapters 3.1 - 31.40

1. First cycle of debate: Ch 3:1- 14:22

2. Second cycle of debate: Ch 15:1621:34

3. Third cycle of debate:  Ch 22:1 631:40

THE SPEECHES OF ELIHU 0 Chapters 32:1 8 37.24

RESTORATION OF JOB

1. Godds first C€Mm3&iId46sm ge t o Job:
2. Godds second cheahn4ed4d.84 t o Job:
3.Jobds submissioncCa42d restoration:
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Overview of the Books of the Bible (Part 2)

EXODUS

Author: Moses

Time: 1650 61500 6 B.C.

Summar y: the title EXODUS means 6 a going o
great numerical growth of the Israelites during their enslavement in Egypt.

EXODUS introdu ces Moses and records the plagues God brought upon Egypt

to secure His peopleds release from the bond
the people are given the proclamations of the covenant of the Law at Mount

Sinai. The book concludes with a description of the order of worship

centered on the Tabernacle in the wilderness and the Law of Moses.

EXODUS is the second book of the Pentateuch, the first five books of the

Jewish scriptures.

LIBERATION OF ISRAEL: Chapters 1.1 - 18:27
1. Introduction: Ch 1:107
2. Bondage in Egypt: Ch1:8d822
3. Preparation of the deliverer: Ch2:134.31
4. The mission of Moses to Pharaoh: Ch 5:187: 7
5 Godds wonders iiCh7&E1id and of Egypt:
6. The Passover and the departure of Israel:  Ch 12:1015: 22
7. lsrael in the wilderness: Ch 15:23 31827

ISRAEL AT SINAIL:  Chapters 19: 1 d40: 38
1. Establishment of the covenant at Sinai:. Ch 19:124. 18
2. Directions for the Tabernacle and the priesthood: Ch25:1031: 18
3, The Covenant brok en and restored: Ch 35:1034: 35
4. Building of the Tabernacle: Ch 35:1339:43
5. Erection and consecration of the Tabernacle: Ch40:1- 38

LEVITICUS

Author: Moses

Time: 1500 B.C.

Summary: LEVITICUS is the third book of the Pentateuch and is named

after Levi, one of the twelve sons of Jacob.

God to minister to Him as priests. The book covers the laws of the Jewish
people regarding worship and religious activities, both personal and national,
including the Day of Atonement and sacrificial offerings. LEVITICUS
contains laws regarding cleanliness, morality, ethics and hygiene, which
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Overview of the Books of the Bible (Part 2)

pertained to the Jews on a day -to-day basis. The people were taught that
only through acceptable sacrifice could they approach God. Th e shedding of
blood in sacrifice pointed forward to atonement through the perfect

sacrifice of Christ. Consider Hebrews Chapter 10:13.

ACCESS: SACRIFICE AS THE BASIS OF FELLOWSHIP:  Chapter 1.1 817:16
1. The Offerings (Propitiation): Chl1:186:7
2. The Priesthood (Mediation): Ch 6:8 810: 20
3. The People (Purification): Ch 11:1016.: 34
4. The Altar (Reconciliation): Ch17:1- 16

WALK: THE OBLIGATIONS OF FELLOWSHIP/SEPARATION
1. Regulations for the people: Ch 18:1620:27
2. Regulations for the priests: Ch21:1622:33
3. Regulations for the nation: Ch 23:1 324.23
4. Regulations for the land: Ch25:1827:34

NUMBERS

Author: Moses

Time: 1500 61460 B.C.

Summary: NUMBERS is the fourth book of the Pentateuch. NUMBERS

takesitsname fr om t he @&uheahal womelari ng numberi ng,
because the book contains the record of two
peopl e. However, to the Jewi sihthepeopl e NUMBE
Wilderness, 6 because it pri mar ibelfionoftheée | s of the |
Israelites in the wilderness following the exodus from their bondage in

Egypt. Because of this rebellion, only two men of the generation leaving

Egypt were allowed to enter the promised land of Canaan.

PREPARATION IN THE WILDERNESS & Chapters 1.1 §10:10
1. Census of warriors: Ch 1.1054
2. Order of worshippers: ChZ2:1- 34
3. Service of workers:  Ch 3:104. 49
4. The camp cleansed from defilement: Ch 5:1- 31
5. Separatedto God: Ché6:1-27
6. Cooperating with God: C # 7:1 388
7. God with His people: Ch 7:89 610. 10
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PROVOCATION IN THE WILDERNESS: Chapters 10:11 819:22
1. Journeying atCh@G®ld-d36 command:
2. Murmuring and discontent: Ch 11:1012:16
3. Lack of faith and rejection: Ch13:1014:45
4. Instructions for the next generation: Ch 15:1- 41
5. Revolt against GmDIGHRIY9 B2ppoi nt ment s:

VINDICATION IN THE WILDERNESS: Ch20:1836:13
1. The fortieth year, from Kadesh to Hor: Ch20:1821:3
2. To Moab via Ezion-Geber: Ch21:4022:1

3. Balaambs curse tChwed25ii1&§t o a bl essing:

4. Preparations to enter the land: Ch 26:1336:13

DEUTERONOMY

Author: Moses

Time: 1460 B.C.

Summary: DEUTERONOMY is the last of the five books of the Pentateuch.
Its Gre e k n a me sneecaonvisdbe@auserid this book we find a repetition
of the Law recorded in Leviticus. DEUTERONOMY records the final words

of Moses given to the people just prior to their entrance into the promised

|l and of Canaan. Th idresst thesnatMoas a \shole priar ©t a d
his death. At this time only two men were left of the generation, which had
escaped from Egypt. Therefore, the repeating the Law was extremely
important for the spiritual and moral welfare of the new generation.

FIRST DISCOURSE: RETROSPECT 61 SRAELG®6S FAI THLESSNESS
GODOS Céamiiers1:194.43

1. Failure at Kadesh -Barnea: Ch 1.1546

2. Thirty -eight years of wandering: Ch2:133.29

3. Lessons of the past impressed upon the new generation: Ch 4.1-40

4. Appointment of cities of refuge: Ch4:41- 43

SECOND DISCOURSE: REVIEW 6 WHAT THE PRESENT GENERATION
SHOULD HEED: Chapters 4.44 026:19

1. Review of the divine Covenant: Ch 4.:44 85:33

2.What the Covenant demands: Ch 6:1326:19
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THIRD DISCO URSE: WARNING 6THE NATI ONG6S SOLEMN
RESPONSIBILITY: Chapters 27:1 028.:68
1. A ceremony of remembrance in the land: Ch 27:19326
2, Blessings for keeping the Covenant: Ch28:1 - 14
3. Punishment resulting from breaking the Covenant:  Ch 28:15 3 68
4. A reminder of Godo&hz2me-r26y and judgment :
5. Divine mercy in spite of failure: Ch 30:1- 20

FIFTH DISCOURSE: COUNSEL 06 MOSES FINAL WORDS OF ADVICE:
Chapter 31:1 23

SIXTH DISCOURSE: INSTRUCTION 8 THE WRITTEN LAW PRESERVED
AS AWIT NESS: Chapter 31:24 - 29

SEVENTH DISCOURSE: A SONG 0 A PSALM OF WITNESS AGAINST
ISRAEL: Chapters 31:30 3 32:52

1. Repetition of divine goodness and human folly:  Ch 31:30 § 32:43

2. Sequel to the song: Ch 32:44 52 (Compare with Exodus Chapter 1 5)

EIGHTH DISCOURSE: BLESSING AND FUTURE GLORY OF TRIBES
Chapter 33:1 829

1. Introduction: Ch 33:1-5

2. The blessings: Ch 33:6 - 25

3. The source and summary of the blessings: Ch 33.26 - 29

NINTH SECTION: AN EPITAPH - MOSES DEATH. GOD BURIES HIS
WORKMAN: Ch34:1012

JOSHUA

Author: Joshua

Time: 1460 61420 B.C.

Summary: Joshua was chosen by God to succeed Moses and lead the nation
into the Promised Land. The book outlines the conquest and occupation by
Israel under his military leadership. God explicitly states that all the
inhabitants of the land were to be utterly driven out or destroyed in order

to assure spiritual purity and complete devotion to God.
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ENTRANCE INTO THE PROMISED LAND:  Chapters 1:1 §5:15
1. Godds commias@GhiZdngd t o Joshu
2. Joshuads mobilizationChfi:t0r18cr ossing the J
3. Mission of the spies: Ch2Z2:1-24
4. Crossing the Jordan: Ch 3:105:1
5. Renewal of circumcision and Passover observances: Ch5:2 - 12

CONQUEST OF THE PROMISED L AND: Chapters 5:13 012: 24
1. Appearance of the capChdbilhdi®f t he LORDOS
. Jericho taken: Ch6:1-27
. The sin of Achan: Ch 7:1- 26
. Failure and then victory at Ai:  Ch 8:1- 29
Establishment of Ekewdtedlahd CO8@En3ant as th
. The southern campaign: Ch 9:1310: 43
. The northern campaign: Ch 11:1- 15
. Summary of the conquest: Ch 11:16- 23
. Appendix: Catalog of the defeated kings: Chi1z:1-24

©O© 00 ~NO O WN

DIVISION OF THE PROMISED LAND: Chapters 13:1 §22:34
1. Godds command taGh13dii i de t he | and:
. Territory of the tribes west of the Jordan River: Ch 13.8- 33
. Beginning of the division of Canaan: Ch 14:1- 15
. Territory of the tribe of Judah: Ch 15:1863
. Territory of the tribes of Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh)
Chl16:1017:18
. Territories of the seven remaining tribes: Ch18:20819:51
. Cities of refuge: ChZ20:139
. Territories of the Levites: Ch21:1-45
. Summary of the conquest and a pportionment: Ch 21.43 - 45
10. Appendix: Departure of the tribes to the east of the Jordan River
(Ch22:1334)

g b~ WODN

O 00 N O

JOSHUAG®S FI NAL SPRaplérsA3H 924 33
1. Joshuaotos farewel |l addr eChg31t-66 t he | eader s
2. Renewal of the Covenant commitment at Shechem: Ch24:1- 28
3. Appendix: Death of Joshua and subsequent conduct of Israel:
Ch 24:29 33
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JUDGES

Author: probably Samuel

Time: 1420 - 1140B.C.

Summary: The book of JUDGES, whichmeans 6 c hamprn esicy emr s 0
covers the period from the death of Joshua to the establishment of the

monarchy under Saul. This was a time of great immorality, resulting from

the failure of the Israelites to drive out the inhabitants of the land.

Interspersed with periods o f unrest and wickedness were times of relative

peace under the di rjewdg edsmwere tetupbydGodtdo dual 6
direct and judge the affairs of the people of Israel. JUDGES closes by

setting the stage for the peopleds desire fo

INTRODUCTION: Chapter 1:132: 5
1. Political background of the period of the Judges: C h1.1- 36
2. Religious background of the period of the Judges: Chzi1-5

HISTORY OF THE JUDGES: Chapters 2:6 916:31
1. | srael ds f ai |l urymatianeg Ge2bd3we t he enem
2.The oppressors and the deliverers of Israel: Ch3:8 016:31

LAWLESS CONDITIONS DURING THE PERIOD OF THE JUDGES:
Chapters 17:1 02125

1. Appendix 1: Corruption of doctrine: Ch 17:1918:31

2. Appendix 2: Corruption of pr actice: Ch 19:1621.25

RUTH

Author: not known for certain

Time: 1250 B.C.

Summary: the book of RUTH is dated during the period of the Judges. It
shows that in a time of national decline and immorality, God preserved a
remnant that could serve as the ¢ ore for a future revival. This would be

accomplished Ruthodds descendant, David, from
No indication of the author is given. It is thought that the book is written

after the period of the Judges and describes customs of that ti me.

1. Rut hds nGhaplerel:leoi ce:

2 . Rut hds f aiChapterdll -2&3er vi ce:

3. Rut hds vVvi Chamevr & k-18ppe al

4 Rut hds bl €hapterdl d2war d:
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1 AND 2 SAMUEL

Author: Samuel, the prophets Nathan and Gad

Time: 1150 6 1000 B.C.

Summary: 1 SAMUEL is the first of two historical books, which illustrate

| srael s transition from a | oose confederat:i
united nation. It portrays the anointing of the first king of Israel, Saul, by

the great prophet Samuel. 1 SAMUEL recounts the degenerating reign of

Saul and the succession to his throne by Dayv
(See Acts 12:33). In the original Hebrew text, the Hebrew scribes

considered 1 and 2 SAMUEL as one book. 2 SAMUEL begins wi th the death

of Saul and the ascension of David to the throne. The rest of the book

records the reign of David regarding conquered lands, as well as political

intrigues. It concludes with the blessing of Solomon by David.

THE LIFE OF SAMUEL: Chapter 1.107:17
1. The birth and childhood of Samuel: Ch1:164: 1a
2. The capture and return of the Ark of the Covenant: Ch4:1bo7:1
3. The victory over the Philistines: Chr2-17

THE LIFE OF SAUL: Chapters 8:1 014.:52
1. |l srael s meqgudsz? for a ki
2. Political life of Saul: Ch9:1812:25
3. War of independence: Ch 13:1914.52

THE EARLY LIFE OF DAVID: Chapters 15:1 32 Samuel 20.26
1. Saul rejected by Samuel: Ch 15:1- 35
2. David anointed to be king: Ch 16:1- 13
3. David in the court of Saul: Ch 16:14519:17
4. David in exile: Ch 19:18831:13
5. David, king at Hebron: 2 Samuel Chapters 1:1 d4.12
6. David, king at Jerusalem: Ch 5:198:18
7. Davi ddés Ghvi1d20:2s ki ng:
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THE LAST DAYS OF DAVID: 2 Samuel Chapters 21.:1 § 24:25
1. The famine: Ch21:1- 14
2. Heroic exploits: Ch 21:15- 22
3 Davi d&m22p-ss4 |1 m:
4 . Davidodos chaBdtament :
5. Heroic exploits: Ch 23.8 - 39
6. Census and plague:Ch 24:1 - 25

PSALMS

Authors: Da vid and others

Time: 1000 67600 B.C.

Summary: The PSALMS are divided into five books, each according to a
specific classification. The PSALMS are a form of Hebrew poetry, many of
which were accompanied by music. The content of the PSALMS includes
Messianic prophecy, praise to God and vision of the future Kingdom and its
glory. David is named as author of approximately half of the PSALMS. A
handful of other men are responsible for approximately fifteen psalms, while
the remaining psalms are unnamed.

BOOK | 8 PSALMS 1 841: Concerns mand gives the counsel of God to men.
BOOK Il 0 PSALMS 42 d72: Concerns Israel 0dthe counsel of God to Israel.
BOOK Il 8 PSALMS 73 ¢ 89: Concerns the Sanctuary and the Law

BOOK IV 8 PSALMS 90 0 106: Concerns Israel an d the nations of the earth.
BOOK V 6 PSALMS 107 8 150: Concerns God and His Word.
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TERMINOLOGY (Part 1)

FAITH - belief or trust

Now faith_is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. (Hebrews 11:1)

ATONEMENT dto cover, purge, make reconciliation, cover over with pitch

This shall be an everlasting statute for you, to make  atonement for the
people of Israel once in the year for all their sins. And Moses did as the
LORD had commanded him. (Leviticus 16:34)

HELL & grave, pit

He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was
not left in  hell, neither his flesh did see corruption . (Acts 2:31 KJV)

LORD OF HOSTS 6Yahweh = o0He who will bed
Sabaoth = oarmiesbd
- the proper name of the on e true God + that which goes forth,
army, war, warfare, host

But David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with sword and spear and
javelin; but | come to you in the name ofthe  LORD of hosts , the God of the
armies of Israel, whom you have defied. (1 Samuel 17:45)

CHRIST doanoi ddelnew equivalent is O6Messiaho.

Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? (Mark 14:61b)
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JESUS 0Greek form of Hebrew name 6Joshuad mean

She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins. (Matthew 1:21)

JUSTIFICATION  dthe act of God declaring men free from guilt and
acceptable to Him.

Therefore just as one manébés trespass [ ed to
mands act of r I ga&justicatios nang e fok &l.a d s
(Romans 5:18)

BAPTISM & immersion, submersion in water to dip (in dye)

Therefore we have been buried with him by  baptism into death, so that, just
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too

might walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

SANTIFICATION & consecration, make separate or holy

Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through

sanctification _ofr the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkiing of the blood of
Jesus Christ: Gr ace unto you, and peace, be multiplied. (1 Peter 1:2 KJV)

RESURRECTION 9 a rising from the dead

eFor | f we have been wunited with him i n a de
united with him in a resurrection _like his. (Romans 6:5)

SOUL dthat which bre athes, a breathing substance/being, life creature

And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living  soul.
(Genesis 2:7 KJV)
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